CIVITAS

A Union of Citizens
1457 Lexington Avenue New York NY 101 28-2506

Statement by CIVITAS
On the Supplemental Environmental Assessment
to the Second Avenue Subway Final Environmental Impact Statement:
72nd and 86th Street Station Entrance Alternatives
June 18, 2009

CIVITAS is a union of citizens concerned with the quality of life on the Upper East Side and
in East Harlem. Since 1981 CIVITAS has worked to improve the urban environment,
advocating for better land use, zoning and urban planning, affordable housing, public
transportation, clean air and water, and public access to the waterfront.

CIVITAS would like to commend the Metropolitan Transportation Authority and the Federal
Transit Administration for taking the important step to reevaluate the station entrance
alternatives at East 72nd Street and East 86t Street as part of the environmental assessment
process. We also thank MTA for meeting with CIVITAS to discuss our proposals for more
neighborhood friendly alternatives.

As you know, CIVITAS has prepared an evaluation of subway entrances, with the input of
neighborhood partners and stakeholders, that we feel best upholds the following priorities:
minimal encroachment on sidewalk space, smooth pedestrian flow and safety on Upper East
Side sidewalks and improved convenience and capacity for station entrances. When
possible, this proposal recommends incorporating station entrances within building lines.
We feel that the streets and sidewalks of Second Avenue and surrounding blocks will only
become more congested and contested when the subway is completed in 2016. Itis
important to maintain pedestrian space and safety in the design of the station entrances.

East 720d Street

The MTA has made great strides in achieving this goal at East 72nd Street through the
environmental assessment process, and we support the preferred alternative for this
station. The proposed entrances—>5 elevators at the southeast corner and 3 escalators at
the northwest corner—are incorporated into the footprint of existing buildings and reduce
obstruction of pedestrian traffic on Second Avenue and East 72nd Street. With respect to the
elevator bank proposed on Second Avenue, we ask that MTA evaluate whether the space
allotted to the vestibule waiting area is sufficient to accommodate the estimated number of
subway users during peak times. Based on our evaluation of the proposal, it does not
appear to be large enough for rush hour crowds waiting for elevators. The fact that MTA
elevators are frequently out of service should be incorporated into this review.

As stated, we support the preferred alternative and encourage the MTA to explore further
the possibility of incorporating an additional stair entrance at the northeast corner of 72nd
Street and Second—the CVS location (305 East 72nd Street). A stair entrance at this location
would help accommodate the substantial number of subway riders who will be arriving
from blocks northeast of the station.

Voice: 212-996-0745 info@civitasnyc.org
Fax: 212-289-4291 www.Ccivitasnyc.org






Original plan

tree
(o]

Alternative

Bus stop

86 St

— e — —

7 v
s
s
/
7 Bus stop
7
’
L/
I
I— = -

2 Av Subway

86 Street Access

The original plan only provides
access near the northeast corner of
2 Av and 86 St. An alternative is
being considered that would
relocate the access to the sidewalk
on 86 St to avoid modifying the
structure of the building. A different
alternative, shown here, provides
access on both the northeast and
northwest corners.

This alternative shows escalators
descending from street level west
and east away from the station and
then diagonally to the mezzanine
above the station platform.

Access is from the corners of the
intersection, where it should be
expected, it is within the building line
so as to not obstruct the sidewalk,
and the route to the platform is
direct, minimizing travel distance
and tunnel construction.

The escalators and stairs use the
setback areas between the buildings
and the property lines but probably
need to have one or two elements
routed between building columns.

The elevator(s) that are proposed on
the south side of 86 Street are
shown relocated from the sidewalk
to within the ground floor of the
building on the southeast corner.
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Original plan Alternative 2 Av Subway
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The original plan provides access on
both the northwest and northeast
corners of 72 Street. The current
preferred alternative would avoid the
mechanical space in the basement
of 305 E 72 Street by replacing that
access with a bank of elevators on
the southeast corner. A modified
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alternative, shown here, retains a
smaller access in 305 but reorients it
to avoid the mechanical space.
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the north and then south to the
mezzanine above the station
platform. The southbound leg would
be under the sidewalk and, because
the station is narrower with the
removal of the third track, need be
no closer to the station cavern than
the escalators on the west side of
the station.
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Access is from the corners of the
intersection, where it should be
expected, and it is within the
building line, so as to not obstruct
the sidewalk.

The elevators that are proposed on
the south side of 72 Street are
shown relocated from the sidewalk
to within the ground floor of the
building on the southeast corner.

(A construction shaft and work area
is planned to occupy the east half of
2 Av between 72 St and 73 St.)
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